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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please ameni 1 the claims us shown in the Listing of Claims below. This Listing of Claims 
will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 



Claims 1-12 



Claims 13-2 



(Canceled) 



(Canceled) 



Claim 22. 

images on sheets fet 

the image formation 
a sheet 

devices : 

an image 
a transfer 
a control unU 

uheet interval 



(Currently Amended) An image formation forming apparatus for forming 
from two or more sheet supplying device devices dctachably mountablc to 
forming apparatus, said image formation forming apparatus comprising: 



device and deciding 



tojhe conne ction pc 



d e termination unit 



one sheet supplying 



sheets therein to the 



Listing of Claims: 



trans >orting unit transporting said sheets fed from said sheet supplying deviee 



formation unit forming an image on a transfer member, 
unit transferring the image on the transfer member onto a sheet; and 



s e tting a sh ee t tnmupurting interval in the she e t transporting unit bas e d on a 



information according to an amount of the sheets in the sh e et fe e ding unit; and 



etermining a connection position of the each sheet supplying 
whether to inquire of each sheet supplying device a sheet interval according 



sition, 



>ntrol unit-s elects wheth e r or not to set un image forming interval on the 
transfer member according to th e sheet-interval informati on and det e rmination result of th e 



wherei n resj onsive to ihe control unit inquiring one of the sheet supplying devices, the 



device transmits a sheet interval information according to an amo unt of 



control unit, and 
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wherein resp snsive to the one sheet supplying device transmitting the sheet interval 



information to the control unit, the control unit changes an image forming interval on the transfer 



member and a sheet feedin g interval bv the one sheet supp lying device. 



Claim 23, (<f 
Claim 22, wherein tfie 
supplying device. 



n 



Claim 24. 
Claim 23, wherein 
greater than a prede 
first sheet feeding 
forming interval anc 



wheruin the 



urrently Amended) An image formati on formin g apparatus according to 
sheet interval information includes a number of sheets in the one sheet 



(< Turrcntly Amended) An image formation forming apparatus according to 
a case where the number of sheets in the one sheet supplying device is 
ermined number of sheets, the control unit receives information relating to a 
iijterval, and the sheet transporting unit transports the sh ee ts at sets the image 
the sheet feeding interv al according to the information relating to s aid first 



I; and 



sheet feeding interval 

wherein in 
than or equal to sail 
relating to a second 
transporting unit trahs port3 
i nterval according t> the information relating to said second sheet feeding interval. 



u|case where the number of sheets in said one sheet supplying device is less 
predetermined number of sheets, the control unit receives information 
sheet feeding interval longer than said first sheet feeding interval, and the 
said sh e ets ut sets the image forming interval and the she et feeding 



Claim 25. (purrcntly Amended) An image formatieft forming apparatus according to 
Claim 24, 

wherein the image formation unit includes a plurality of image carrying members, each 
image carrying menber carrying one color of a plurality of color toner images, 



transfer m e mb e r inc lud es a interm e diate trunufur member. 



wherein the transfer member includes [[the]] an intermediate transfer member facilitating 
primary image transfer by contacting said plurality of image carrying members for transferring 
said plurality of color toner images onto said intermediate transfer member, and 

wherein the transfer unit facilitates secondary image transfer by transferring said plurality 
of color toner images from said intermediate transfer member onto a sheets-end 
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wh e r e in said 



serin 



CUSA IP IRVINE 



13)006 



control unit rece ives info rmation on wh e ther a shoot remain s in -s aid sheet 
a-e as e wh e r e th e r e ceiving unit receives th e- information relating to the 



second sheet feed i ng - int e rval, and responsiv e to said inform ation-on whethe^th* 
initiat e s primary t rm ge4 ransfer onto the int e rmediate transfer mem ber. 



Claim 26. 
where the conncctiofi 
before the image is 
interval from the 



(fjlew) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 22, wherein in a case 
position is a position in which a sheet is fed from a sheet feeding device 
ormed on the transfer member, the control unit does not inquire the sheet 
supplying device feeding the sheet. 



sheet 
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